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CAS  E 

respecting  the 

MAINTENANCE 

OF  THE 

LONDON -CLERGY. 


X-JPWARDS  of  a Twelvemonth  has  elapfed 
fmce  I announced  my  Intention  of  re-editing 
Bp.  AValton's  Treatife  concerning  the  Pay- 
ment of  Tithes  in  London,  with  Notes  and 
a Continuation.-  And,  had  the  Worl:  been 
now  ready  for  publication,  it  would  have 
been  peculiarly  feafonable  at  this  time  when 
a Number  of  the  Clergy  have  it  in  contem- 
plation to  apply  to  Parliament  for  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Act  by  Avhich  their  Income 
were  regulated  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  the 
Second.  But,  though  feveral  Perfons,  and 
among  them  fome  of  the  higheft  Refpe6tabi- 
lity,  have  done  me  the  Honour  of  their 
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Names,  the  Encouragement  I have  met 
with  is  by  no  means  luch  as  could  warrant 
my  undertaking  an  Impreffion  which  would 
be  attended  with  no  inconfiderable  Ex- 
pence. 

Unwilling  however  that  the  Caufe,  in 
which  I have  a common  Intereft,  fliould 
fuflfer  for  want  of  any  Information  I am  in 
poffeffion  of,  I have  determined  to  comprefs 
the  Subftance  of  Bp.  Walton’s  Treatife  and 
of  the  Colleftions  I have  made  myfelf,  and 
to  draw  up  a Ihort  Statement  of  the  Cafe ; 
that  my  Brethren  of  the  Clergy  may  know 
the  Ground  on  which  they  ftand,  and  the 
Inhabitants  of  London  may  be  apprized  of 
the  juft  Expe6lations  of  their  Mmifters. 
Senfible  at  the  fame  time  that  Mifreprefen- 
tation  would  only  defeat  my  Purpofe,  and 
injure  the  Caufe  I willi  to  promote,  I pledge 
myfelf  that  this  Statement  fliall  be  a fair 
one ; nor  lhall  any  thing  material  be  ad- 
vanced without  being  fupported  by  reference 
to  authentic  Documents  and  unqueftionable 
Authorities. 

It  would  be  altogether  foreign  to  my  Sub- 
ject to  inquire  into  the  original  eftablilhment 
of  Tithes  in  this  Country,  or  to  difcufs  the 

Propriety 
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Propriety  of  allotting  to  the  Clergy  a Tenth 
of  the  Produce  of  the  Earth,  of  the  Increafe 
of  plocks  and  Herds,  and  of  the  Profits 
arifing  from  Trade.  The  Payments  I ha\e 
undertaken  to  treat  of  are  in  their  Origin  of 
a different  kind ; and,  though  they  are  fome- 
times  called  Tithes,  are  more  properly  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  the  Name  of  Oblations 
They  feem  to  have  lucceeded  the  Free-  Will 
Offerings  of  the  Primitive  Chriflians  : But 
the  Time  when  they  were  fettled  at  a certain 
Rate  it  is  impoflible  to  afcertam.  As  far 
back  however  as  the  beginning  of  the  thir- 
teenth Century  we  find  thefe  Payments 
fpoken  of  as  ancient  and  immemorial : Rogor 
Niger,  who  was  Bifliop  of  London  between 

’•*!  “ Specialiter  loquendo  dicitur  Oblatio  id  quod  in 
“ Missa  ofFertur  Sacerdoti,  quse  in  prsecipuis  Feflivitatibus 
“ debita  et  neceflaria  eft.”  Lyndwood  : Provinciale  feu 
Conftitutiones  Angliae.  Cap,  de  Confuetudine. 

William  Lyndwood  was  a famous  Canonift,  who  flou- 
riftied  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  Fifth,  and  was  employed 
by  him  in  an  Embafly  to  the  Court  of  Portugal.  After 
. the  King’s  Deceafe  he  returned  to  England,  and  refumed 
his  Fundtions  as  Official  to  the  Arch-Biftiop  of  Canter- 
bury, to  whom  he  dedicated  his  Work.  It  was  flnilhed 
in  1130. 
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tlie  Years  1229  and  1240  having  in  a 
Conftitution  publiflied  by  Him  declared  it 
to  be  a Custom  that  had  been  obferved  from 
a very  remote  Period,  and  from  Time  fuffi- 
cient  to  eftablifli  a prefcriptive  Right,  for 
the  Inhabitants  and  Occupiers  of  Houfes, 
Hoftries,  or  Shops,  on  Sundays,  and  on  So- 
lemn Days,  and  on  the  double  Peafts,  efpe- 
cially  tjiofe  of  the  Apoftles  whofe  Eves  were 
faded,  to  offer  a Earthing  if  their  Annual 
Rent  amounted  to  10s. ; if  to  20s.  a Half- 
Penny;  if  to  40s.  a Penny;  and  fo  afcending 
in  proportion  to  the  Rent-f. 

This 

* See  Godwyn  de  Praefulibus  Angllae. 
f “ Rogerus  Niger,  dudum  Epifcopus  Londonienfis, 
cjuandam  Conftitutionem — de  eC  fuper  Oblationibus  in 
“ Diebus  Domini'cis  et  Solemnibus  ac  Feftis  duplicibus 
“ et  prasfertim  Apoftolorum  quorum  Vigilias  jejunantur 
“ per  Inhabitantes  DomusHofpitiafive  Shoppas  quomodo- 
“ libet  occupantes  infra  Civitatem  prasdidlam  faciendis 
“ maturS.  deliberatlone  edidit : viz.  Quod  omnes  & fm- 
“ guli  Inliabitantes  & Occupantes  hujusmodi  Domus 
Hofpitia  five  Shoppas  per  Annum  pro  Domo  Hofpitio 
**  five  Shoppa  cujus  Penfio  ad  decent  Solidos  attingat 
quadrantem  ; ii  ad  viginti  folidos  per  Annum  Obolum  ; 
fi  ad  quadraginCa  folidos  per  Annum  Denarium  : et  £c 
**■  afccnfive  pro  rat^  Penfionis  ultra  didfam  fummam 
“ quadraginta  folidorum,  ad  quantamcunque  fummam 

“ Penfio 
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This  Caftom  the  Bifliop  took  upon  him  to 
enforce  * ; and,  feveral  Arch-Bifliops  con- 
firming it  by  their  Metropolitical  Authority -f*, 
it  feems  to  have  been  for  fome  time  generally 
oblerved  through  the  City  i];.  At  length 

u 

“ Penfio  hujufmodi  annua  fe  extendat,  offerre  tenentur 
“ prout  etiain  haftenus  longe  retroadlis  Temporibus  pt 
“ Tempore  praefcriptibili  per  Parochianos  Ecclefiarum 
“ Civitatis  prsdidtse  o£Feni  extitit  confuetum.” 

This  Conftitution  is  not  now  extant ; but  it  is  recited 
in  other  Documents  which  I fhall  have  occafion  to  meny 
tion,  and  is  recognized  in  feveral  publick  A6ls  of  the 
Citizens  of  London. 

* “ Confuetudinem  illam  per  expreflum  roborare  pa- 
“ terni  Provifione  fatagens  et  intendens.”  Thefe  arc 
the  Words  of  an  Adi  of  Common  Council  held  5th 
March,  31  Hen,  VI.  Journal,  Vol.  V.  fol.  94. 

t “ Quam  quidem  Conftitutionem  nonnulli  Prxdecef- 
“ fores  noftri  Archiepifcopi  Ecclefiae  Cantuarienhs  ut- 
“ pote  laudabilem  exprelD  confirmarunt.”  Decretal 
Letter  of  Arch-Bifhop  Arundel. 

t The  Citizens  indeed,  in  the  Document  above  quoted, 
N.  *,  declare  that  it  had  been  uninterruptedly  and  was 
then  inviolably  obferved  by  them.  “ Ipfaque  Conftitutio 
ex  pod  per  Redlores  & Curatos  prasdidlos  quam  etiam 
per  Cives  modcrnos  Sc  eos  qui  in  Civitate  memorat^ 
“ Cives  pra;ceflerint  acceptata  admifla  et  conrinua  obfer- 
vata  fuent.  Sc  hadlenus  ex  parte  nunc  Civium  inviola- 
biliter  obfervetur.”  T hat  this  Statement  however  was 
not  ftnclly  true  will  apjiear  from  the  Proceedings  which 
took  place  long  before  tlie  Date  of  that  Record. 
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however,  the  Value  of  Houfes  begmning  to 
advance,  it  was  contended  that  one  Penny 
and  no  more  lliould  be  offered  by  the  Inha- 
bitant of  any  Houfe,  whatever  his  Rent 
jnight  amount  to  Arch-Bifliop  Arundel 
therefore,  in  the  Year  1397?  iffued  a Decretal 
Letter  -f-,  in  which  he  delivered  an  authorita- 
tive Explanation  of  Bifliop  Niger’s  Conftitu- 
tion,  and  declared  the  meaning  to  be  that, 
if  a Houfe  were  let  for  more  than  40s.,  the 
Occupier,  on  the  Days  prefcribed,  hiould 
offer  at  the  rate  of  a Earthing  for  every 
additional  10s.  Rent  J.  And  this  Interpre- 
tation 

* “ Quidam  tamen  Parochiani  Ecclefiarum  Clvitatis 
“ prjedidlas,  propriae  Salutls  immeinores  et  fuse  Aftiitise 
“ nimis  innitentes,  fuo  perverfo  fenfu  Conftitutionem  ean- 
“ dem  et  fanum  intelle6lum  ejufdem  fubvertere  molluntur, 
“ aflerentes  quod,  fi  Penfio  annua  Hofpitii  l^oinoruin  et 
“ Shopparum  hujufmodi  quadraginta  folidos  excedat,  loco 
“ Oblationum  ct  Decimarum  Deo  et  Ecclefia;  nil  piseter 
“ unum  folum  denarlum  ut  praefertur  ofFerri  feu  dari 
“ debere  diebus  Doininicis  &c  Feftivis  fuperius  expref- 
“ fatis,” 

t This  Document  is  preferved  in  the  Archiepifcopal 
Library  at  Lambeth. 

X “ Nos  igitur  Thomas  Archiepifcopus  antedi6lus, — 
“ ad  tollendum  et  fopiendum  dubitationis  et  omnis  alter- 

cationis  materiam  inter  Redlores  et  Curatos  Ecclefiarum 

“ Civitatjs 
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tation  Pope  Innocent  VII,  at  the  reqiieft  of 
the  Clergy,  ratified  and  confirmed  by  a Bull 
bearing  date  in  the  fecond  Year  of  his  Pon- 
tificate 

This  Difpute  being  fettled,  another  foon 
arofe  refpe£ting  the  Days  on  which  thefe 
Oblations  were  to  be  prefented.  According 
to  the  Conftitution,  as  quoted  by  Arch- 
Bifhop  Arundel  and  Pope  Innocent,  this 
was  to  be  done  in  Diehics  Dominich  et  Solcn- 
nihus,  ac  Fejiis  duplidbits,  jmefertim  Apofto- 

“ Civitatis  prjeclidb:  et  Parochianos  earundem  de  et  fuper 
“ Intcrpretatione  nniflra  Conftltutionis  praedidfse  (upra- 
“ didla  orta,  et  pro  per])etua  quiete  eorundem,  volumus 
“ et  declaramus  per  pricfentes  quod,  annua  Penfio  Do- 
“ moruin  Hofpitiorum  et  Shopparum  hujufmodi  ultra 
“ quadraginta  folidos  fterlingorum  cxcedat  et  fummam 
“ quinquaginta  folidorum  attingat,  tunc  denarium  et  qua- 
“ drantem  ; fi  vero  ultra  quinquaginta  folidos  ad  fexaglnta 
“ folidos  attingat,  denarium  et  oboluin  ; fi  autem  ad  fep- 
“ tuaglnta  folidos  attingat,  denarium  obolum  et  quadran- 
“ tern ; et  fi  ad  oftoginta  folidos  attingat,  tunc  duos  de- 
“ narios ; et  fic  femper  per  decern  folidos  afcendendo  per 
“ ratam  hujufmodi  penfionis  Inhabitantes  Domus  Ilof- 
“ pitia  five  Shoppas  hujufmodi  RetSlorlbus  feu  Curatis 
“ Ecclefiarum  in  quarum  Parochiis  Domus  llofpltia  five 
“ Shoppa;  hujufmodi  fcltuantur  offerre  teneantur.” 

* 7'his  Bull  is  recited  in  a fubfequent  one  of  Pope 

Nicholas  Y,  which  is*  prefcrveJ  in  the  Lumbcth-Ubrarv. 
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loj'um  quorum  VigilicB  jejunantur.  But  there 
were  fome  Perfons  who  pretended  that  this 
was  not  a faithful  Statement  either  of  the 
ancient  Cuftom  or  of  Bilhop  Niger’s  Decla- 
ration concerning  it,  and  infifted  that  they 
were  bound  to  offer  only  on  Sundays,  and 
the  Peafts  of  the  Apoftles  whofe  Eves  were 
failed  * ; thus  llriking  off  feveral  other 

* “ Quidam  ex  eis,  propriae  Salutis  immemores  — ac 
“ cupientes  Oblationes  hujufmodi  diminuere  et  paulatim 
“ ipfi  Ecclefias  fubtrahere, — didlas  Oblationes  non  nifi  in 
“ Dominicis  Diebus  et  Feflis  Solennibus  Apoftolorum 
“ quorum  Vigilise  jejunantur  fecerant  & faciebant,  in 
“ abis  folennibus  Diebus,  qui  quam  plures  efle  nofceban- 
tur,  eas  facere  temere  recul'antes ; et  ad  palliationcm 
“ Temeritatis  hujufmodi  afferebant  quod  tam  ex  Confti- 
“ tutione  Rogeri  Epifcopi  hujufmodi  quam  ex  Confuetu- 
dine  antique  in  Civitate  Londonienfi  legitime  praefcripta 

“ duntaxat quolibet  Die  Dominico  et  alio  Die 

“ Fefto  folenni  Apoftolorum  quorum  Vigilias  jejunantur 
“ per  annum — nomine  Oblationis — ofFerre  debebant  : — 
“ qu^dque  nullo  alio  modo  quam  ut  praefertur,  nec 
fecundum  quod  in  Literis  Innocentii  & Thomae  Archi- 
“ epifcopi  praadidfis  ofFerre  tenebantur ; Sc  Fic  recufantes 
“ praedidti  affirmare  nitebantur  quod  in  Literis  Thomte 
“ Archiepifcopi  et  Innocentii  Praedecefibris  noftri  pra:fati 
“ verus  ipfjus  Conftitutionis  Tenor  feu  Eftedlus — exprelFus 
“ non  elFct,  quodque  propterea  ipfa:  Archiepifcopi  et  Inno- 
centii  Literae  furreptitiaa  nulliulque  Valoris  vel  Momenti 
“ exiftebant.”  Bull  of  Pope  Nicholas  V. 
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folemn  Days,  to  the  Number  of  20  and 
upwards,  among  which  were  fome  that  had 
refpe6i  to  our  bleffed  Saviour  himfelf 

I’he  Clergy,  being  thus  threatened  with 
»the  Lofs  of  full  one  Fourth  of  the  Oblations 
they  had  been  accuftomed  to  receive,  were 
driven  to  leek  Redrefs  from  the  Laws  of 
their  Country  ; and  a Suit  was  accordingly 
inftituted  in  the  Eccleliaftical  Court  -f*  againft 
one  Robert  Wright,  an  Inhabitant  of  St. 
Edmund’s  the  King,  who  M as  condemned  to 

* The  Saints  Days  whofe  Eves  were  fafted  amounted 
only  to  8 ; The  other  Days  on  which  Ofierings  were 
demanded  according  to  ancient  Cuftom  were  our  Lord’s 
Nativity,  the  three  Days  after  Chriftmas,  Eaflerday,  and 
Whitfunday,  the  Circumcifion,  Epiphany,  and  Afcenflon 
of  our  Lord,  Corpus  Chrifti  Day,  4 Feafts  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  St.  Philip  and  St.  James,  the  Feaft  of  the  Patron 
of  the  Church,  and  the  Anniverfary  of  its  Dedication. 
See  Minutes  of  Common  Council  20  March  20  H.  VIII. 
Book  O.  Fol.  145. 

t "1  his  Caufe  was  brought  befoje  the  Commiflary  of 
the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul’s,  who  were  Guardians 
of  ,the  Spiritualties  during  the  Vacancy  of  the  See  of 
London,  which  lafted  from  the  Death  of  Robert  Gilbert, 
22  July  U48,  to  the  Confecration  of  ILomas  Kemp,  his 

Succeffor,  8 Feb.  1449-50.  See  Godwin  de  Praifu, 
lihus. 

pay 
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pay  the  Offerings  he  had  with-holden : And, 
the  Caufe  being  removed  by  Appeal  to  the 
Court  of  Rome,  the  original  Sentence  was 
affirmed  by  the  Pope’s  Auditor,  and  after- 
ward, on  a further  Appeal,  by  Pope  Nicholas  . 
himfelf 

Though  this  Suit  was  carried  on  by  the 
Incumbent  of  a fingle  Pariffi  againft  an  indi- 
vidual Inhabitant,  the  Caufe  was  confidered 
as  a general  one ; and,  having  become  thcr 
Subje6l  of  Debate  in  Common  Council,  it 
was  at  firft  agreed  that  the  Matter  between 
the  Curates  and  the  Citizens  ffiould  be  re- 
ferred to  Arbitration -j' : This  Refolution 

however  being  refcinded  a few  days  after  J, 
an  Order  was  made  for  defending  the  Caufe 
on  the  Appeal  of  Robert  Wright  ||,  and  other 
Meafures  were  adopted  for  profecuting  this 
Bufinefs  with  effect  §. 

* The  Proceedings  in  this  Caufe  together  with  the 
Sentences  pronounced  in  the  feveral  Courts  are  ftated  at 
confiderable  length  in  the  Bull  of  Pope  Nicholas  V. 

t Journal,  Vol.  V.  Fol.  83.  24  July,  30  Hen.  VI. 
(1452.) 

X Ibid.  Fol.  84.  29  July,  30  H.  VI. 

II  Ibid.  Fol.  92.  3 Oa.  31  H.  VI. 

§ Ibid.  Fol.  91,  94.  19  Sept.  17  Oa.  31  H.  VL 

Not. 
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Not  long  after,  however,  the  Common 
Council  refumed  their  former  Refolution*  ; 
and  eight  Perfons,  being  chofen  Umpires, 
publiilied  their  Award  17  Dec.  1452  -f-,  fpe- 
cifying  the  Days  on  which  Offerings  w'^ere 
to  be  made  at  the  rate  of  a Earthing  for 
every  10s.  Rent.  And,  as  by  this  Award 
feveral  Days  were  ftruck  off  which  were  in- 
cluded in  the  Sentence  pronounced  againft 
Robert  Wright,  the  Arbitrators  (by  way  of 
Compenfation,  as  it  fhoiild  feem)  dire6led 
that  certain  Sums  fhould  be  offered  w'hen 
the  Rents  were  under  10s.,  and  like- 
wife  when  they  were  between  10s.  and 
10s. 

AVhile  thefe  things  w'ere  tran fading  at 
home.  Pope  Nicholas  V,  having  been  re- 
quefted  by  Letter  from  King  Henry  A^L  to 
interpofe  his  Authority,  and  quiet  the  Dif- 
putes  that  fubhfted  between  the  Clergy  and 

* Journal,  Vol.  V.  Fol.  105,  109.  20  and  23  Feb 
5 Mar.  31  H.  VI. 

t This  Award  is  given  at  length  In  a Work  known 
by  the  Name  of  Arnold’s  Chronicle,  and  firfl:  printed 
about  the  year  1.500,  feveral  Copies  of  which  are  llill 
cKtant,  and  one  in  particular  is  prefcrved  in  the  Britifli 
Mufeum.  . 
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Iiihab-ilants  of  London  gave  it  in  Com- 
miflion  to  feveral  Bidiops  to  enquire  tho- 
roughly into  the  Merits  of  the  Cafe,  and 
make  their  Report  to  him  •f* ; in  confequence 
of  which  he  iflfued  his  Bull,  bearing  date 
7 Aug.  1453,  approving  and  ratifying  the 
genuine  Conftitution  of  Roger  Niger  as  re- 
cited by  Arch-Bifhop  Arundel  and  Pope 
Innocent  VII,  and  the  Sentences  pro- 
nounced againft  Robert  Wright  J,  and  en- 
joining the  Citizens  to  offer  in  future  agree- 


* “ IntelIe£to  quoque  per  !Nos,  ex  nonnullls  chariffimi 
in  Chrifto  Filii  noftri  Henrici  Regis  Anglias  illuftris  ad 
**  Nos  diredlis  Literis,  Regem  ipfum  fummopere  defide- 
rare  per  Nos*  fup'er  prasmiflis  taliter  provideri  quod 
omnis  Ambiguitatis  Dubium  Diflenfionumque  et 
**  Litigiorum  Materia  necnon  Lites  ac  Rancores  quie 
**  inter  ipfos  Reftores  et  Parochianos  ex  prasmiflis  oriri 
polfent  de  medio  penitus  auferantur,”  Bull  of  Pope 
Nicholas  V. 

4 “ Nonnullis  ex  venerabiUbus  Fratribus  noftris^Epif- 
•*  copis  tunc  in  Romani  Curii  praefentibus  Oraculo  viva: 
Vocis  commifimus  ut  per  infpeftionem  Aftorum 
“ adtitatorum  in  Causa  ipsa  fuper  prasmiflis  omnibus  et 
flngulis  fe  Audforitate  notli^  diligenter  informarent ; 
“ et  qua:  per  informationcm  hujufmodi  reperirent  Nobiy 
fideliter  referri  curarent.”  Ibid, 
t lliefe  Documents  arc  all  inferted  at  full  length  in 
the  Bull. 
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ably  to  the  Conftitution,  on  pain  of  incur- 
ring, ipfo'fa6lo,  the  greater  Excommuni- 
cation 

This  Bull,  as  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  oc- 
cafioned  no  little  Ferment  on  being  brought 
over  into  this  Country -j-,  nor  was  it  fully 
fubmitted  to  till  about  20  Years  after  J; 
when,  in  a Court  of  Common  Council,  it 
Was  agreed  that  the  Citizens  and  Inhabitants 
diould  from  that  Time  be  governed  by  it, 
on  condition  that  it  was  exemplified  under 
the  Seals  of  the  Arch-Bifiiop  of  Canterbury 
and  the  Bilhop  of  London 

Tho",  according  to  the  Conftitution  of 
Biftiop  Niger,  thus  confirmed  and  efta- 

bliftied 

♦ “ Sub  Excommunicationis  PoenS.  in  praefatl  Archic- 
“ pifcopi  Literis  contenta,  quam  fecus  facientes  juxta  ipfa- 
“ nim  Literarum  Tenorem  Continentiam  atque  Formam 
“ incurrere  volumus  ipfo  fa£lo.”  Ibid. 

N.  B.  This  Bull  is  extant  in  the  Lambeth  Libraiy,  and 
a Copy  of  it  is  printed  in  Arnold’s  Chronicle. 

t On  the  report  of  its  Arrival  a Committee  was  ap. 
pointed  to  wait  on  the  Biflrop  of  London  refpe6ling  it. 
Journal  Vol.V.  Fol.  155.  12  March  32  Hen.  VI.  See  too 
a very  full  Minute  of  this  Bufmefs,  Book  K.  Fol.  272. 

X 3 March  14  Edw.  IV.  (1474.) 

§ “ Concordatum  eft  quod  Cives  et  Inhabitantes  Civi- 
“ tatis  London  de  caetero  obediant  in  omnibus  Bullje 

“ Nicholai 
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blidied  by  the  Authority  of  Pope  Nicholas, 
refped  was  to  be  had  to  the  Kents  only  as 
they  afcended  from  10s.  to  10s.,  -yet,  the 
Arbitrators  having  provided  for  thofe  Cafes 
where  intermediate  Sums  were  paid,  and 
their  Award  having  been  generally  obferved 
for  near  20  Years,  the  Pra61ice  which  they 
had  introduced  was  ftill  retained  and  blended 
with  the  other.  And,  it  being  now  fettled 
on  what  days  as  well  as  at  what  Rate  Offer- 
ings were  to  be  made,  the  Citizens  began 
about  this  Time  to  account  for-  them  quar- 
terly or  annually  with  their  refpeftive  Mi- 
nifters  ; who,  in  confideration  of  the  Con- 
venience refulting  from  this  Mode  of  Pay- 
ment, confented  to  take  fomethin^  fhort  of 
their  legal  Demand.  For,  whereas  the 
Number  of  Offering-Days  in  the  Year 
amounted  to  100  (which,  at  a Farthing  for 


Nlcholai  nuper  Romani  Pontificis, — provifo  temper 
**  quod  eadem  Bulla  exemplificetur  tarn  tub  Sigillo  Archi- 
“ eplfcopi  CantuarienGs  quam  fub  Sigillo  Epifcopl  Lon- 
don.”  Journal  Vol.  VllI,  Fol.  95. 

I have  not  been  able  to  find  any  Evidence  of  its  being 
. fo  exemplified  ; but  there  can  be  no  queftlon  made  of  it, 
when  we  find  the  Citizens,  a few  Years  after,  exprelTing 
a defirq  to  regulate  their  Payments  by  it.  See  P.  17. 

a Houfe 


[ 17  ] 

a Houfe  of  10s.  Rent  would  have  quoted 
3s.  Id.  per  Ann.  and  one  of  6s.  8d.  rather 
more  than  l6d.)  it  was  mutually  agreed  that 
14d.  hiould  be  paid  for  the  Noble,  Is.  9d.  for 
10s.  and  fo  in  proportion  for  other  Sums 

On  this  Footing  Things  remained  till 
about  the  Year  1538;  when,  fome  of  the 
Citizens  objefting  to  pay  the  Compofition 
except  as  their  Rents  afcended  from  10s.  to 
10s,  ahd  the  Caufe  being  again  made  a 
publick  one,  at  a Court  of  Common  Coun- 
cil, 20  Nov.  20  Hen.  VIII.  a Committee 
was  appointed  to  treat  with  the  Incumbents  : 
At  the  fame  Time,  however,  it  was  agreed 
that  They  Ihoukl  be  defired  to  take  from 
10s.  to  10s,  as  of  old  time,  according  to' 
the  Bull;  and  that,  if  they  Ihould  attempt 
any  thing  to  t he  contrary,  Provilion  (hould 
be  made  for  Defence  T.  A Treaty  beino- 
fet  on  foot,  the  Clergy  at  a fubfequent 
Court,  viz.  l6  Feb.  20  Flen.  VIII.  exhibited 

* Thefe  Circumflances  are  flated  in  what  is  called  a- 
Book  of  Articles  exhibited  by  the  London-Incumbents  to 
the  Court  of  Common  Council  16  Feb.  20  Hen.  VIII, 

and  entered  on  the  Records  of  the  City.  Book  O, 
Fol.  140. 

t Ibid.  Fol.  120. 
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a Book  of  Articles,  ftatlng  their  feveral 
Claims;  and,  a Committee  being  appointed 
to  take  the  Matters  into  conlideration  *, 
fome  Communications  were 'had:  But,  the 
Parties  coming  to  no  Determination,  the 
Common  Council,  at  another  Court,  20 
March,  20  H en.  VIII,  Avere  pleafed  to  or- 
der that  Bills  IhoLild  be  fent  to  every  Parilh- 
Charch,  ihowing  how  many  Offering-Days 
there,  were,  and  what  the  Inhabitants  thould 
offer.  They  likewife  made  out  a Lift  of  the 
Day.s,  which  They  reduced  to  82  ; fub join- 
ing what  each  PerfoVs  Compofition  would 
amount  to  yearly  : viz.  On  Rents  of  I Os. 
20d.  I ; of  20s,  3s.  5d  ; and  fo  afcending 
from  10s.  to  10s.  As  to  thofe  who  inha- 
bited Iloufes  under  10s.  Rent,  they  were  to 
offer  yearly  for  their  four  Offering-Days  2d. 
only,  and  to  be  no  further  charged  but 
upon  their  Devotion  vj-.  To  this  A61  of 
Common  Council  was  added  however  a Pro- 
teftation  that  there  was  no  Intention  to  de- 
fraud the  Clergy  of  what  was  due  to  them, 
tand  that,  if  they  could  lawfully  prove  their 
Right  to  receive  other  wife  than'  was  fpecified, 

Book  O.  Fol.  140. 
t Ibid.  Foi.  145. 
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the  Inhabitants,  as  good  Catholicks  and  true 
Chriftians,  would  readily  and  chearfully  pay 
the  fame 

It  does  not  appear  what  was  the  EfFedt  of 
this  Kefolution  ; which,  qualified  by  the  Pro- 
teft  that  accompanied  it,  afforded  Individuals 
no  great  Encouragement  to  withftand  the 
Demands  of  their  Minifters,  while  it  rather 
invited  the  latter  to  profecute  their  Claims ; 
which  fome  of  them  did  foon  after  with 
fuccefs  -f*. 

Hitherto  the  London-Incumbents  had  made 
good  their  Caufe,  and  had  been  fupported  in 
it  by  what  was  then  accounted  the  highell 
and  moft  refpefilable  Authority  ; their  Claim 
to  certain  Oblations  accordins:  to  the  Rent 
or  Value  of  the  Houfes  occupied  by  their 
Parilhioners  having  been  recognized  and  en- 
forced by  Bifliops,  Arch-Bifhops,  and  Popes ; 

* Book  O.  Fol.  145.. 

t The  original  Documents  of  thefc  Proceedings  I 
have  reafon  to  believe  were  cleftroyed  in  the  Fire  of  Lon- 
don. But  Dr.  Walton,  in  whofeTime  they  were  extant, 
Bates  his  having;  found  that  in  the  25  Hen.  Vlll.  divers 
Perfons  fued  in  the  Arches  for  the  14d.  in  the  Noble,  and 
compelled  fuch  as  were  obflinate  to  pay  the  fame.  Trea- 
tife  concerning  the  Payment  of  Tithes  in  London. 
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And,  wlien  the  Quantum  of  thofe  Oblation'S 
was  fubmitted  to  Arbitration,  the  Award  had 
fanftioned  the  Principle  on  which  their 
Right  was  founded,  and  had  given  them 
little  fliort  of  an  equivalent  for  their  full 
Demand.  Their  Maintenance  therefore  in 
thofe  Days  was  fuitable  to  the  Relation 
they  bore  to  the  Metropolis  of  the  JCing- 
dom ; efpecially  as,  befides  thefe  and  other 
Offerings,  they  were  entitled  to  Perfonal 
Tithes  of  the  Profits  ariling  from  Handi- 
crafts and  Trade  wdiich  Were  accordingly 

* The  General  Right  of  the  Clergy  to  Perfonal  Tithes 
admits,  I believe,  of  no  difpute.  Whether  the  Citizens  of 
London  could  plead  as  an  Exemption  their  offering  ad- 
cording  to  their  Rents  is  propofed  as  a Queftion  by  Lynd- 
wood  ; who,  after  difeuffirig  it  at  foine  length,  deter- 
mines that  they  were  bound  to  pay  them.  Provinc.  feu 
Conftitut.  Angl.  Cap.  de  Decimis.  Before  Him  Arch- 
Bifhop  Langham,  who  was  promoted  to  the  See  of  Can- 
terbury in  1366,  had  decided  the  Point  in  a Summary 
"U'^ay,  by  virtue  of  his  Metropolitical  Authority.  “ Li- 
“ tem,  quae  magna  exarferat  inter  Cives  &c  Clericos  Loh- 
dinenfes  de  ratione  decimandi,  ita  compofuit  ut  de  fin- 
gulis  LIbris  annul  Reddltus  unum  Obolum  Sacerdotlbus 
fuis  Gives  perfolverent,  prseter  Oblatlones  5c  Decimas 
Personales.”  Godwin  de  Pra;s. 
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accounted  for  by  pious  and  confcientious 
men 

But  the  Time  was  come  when  they  were 
doomed  to  experience  a lad  Reverfe  of  For- 
tune. Ecclehaftical  Authority  had  been 
deeply  w'ounded  by  the  Quarrel  between 
Henry  and  the  vSee  of  Rome ; while  the 
Part  which  the  Clergy  took  in  it  had  greatly 
incenfed  the  King,  and  fubjedled  them  to 
heavy  Marks  of  his  Difpleafure.  Now 
therefore  was  a favourable  Opportunity,  of 
attacking  any  of  that  Body  with  the  faired 
Profpe6t  of  Succefs.  And  accordingly  thofe 
very  Perfons,  who  but  a few  Years  beforet 
had  themfelves  fixed  their  annual  Compo- 
fition  at  20d.  f for  {;>  Houfe  of  10s.  Rent, 
and  fo  in  proportion  afcending  from  10s.  to 
10s,  were  now  forward  in  feeking  to  fink 
that  Payment  conhderably  lower,  Three  of 

j 

* “ The  Curates  demand  that  all  Merchants  and  Arti- 
“ fleers,  with  other  Occupiers  of  this  City,  do  pay  their 
“ feveral  I’ithcs  of  the  Lucre  or  Increafe  according  to 
“ Common  Law  ; and  as  it  hath  been  and  is  accuftomed 
“ of  good  and  well-confcion’d  Men  of  this  City.”  Book 
of  Articles  exhibited  to  the  Court  of  Common  Council ; 
Art.  2.  Book  O,  FoL  i-to. 
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the  City-Tncumbents  * bavins:  hied  Tome  of 
their  Parishioners  in  the  Arches  the  latter 
exhibited  a Bill  againft  them  in  the  Star- 
Chamber,  praying  that  Proceedings  might 
be  Itopt  in  the  Kcclefiaftical  Court,  and 
their  Parfons  ordered  to  take  2s.  in  the 
Pound,  agreeably  to  the  Cuftom,  which 
they  alledged  to  have  prevailed  of  old  time 
within  the  City,  and  to  be  ftill  obferved  in 
divers  Parijhes  there.  To  this  Bill  the  De- 
fendants put  in  an  Anfwer,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  a Reply,  and  a Rejoinder,  and  by 
the  Examination  of  Witnefles  J. 

When 

* Viz,  The  Re£tors  of  Allhallows,  Lombard  Street ; 
of  St.  Bennet’s,  Grace-Church  Street ; and  of  St.  Leo- 
pard’s, Eaft-Cheap, 

f For  the  Reafon  affigned  Note  f.  P.  19,  we  are  not 
able  to  determine  whether  Thefe  are  the  fame  we  have 
already  mentioned.  If  they  were,.  They  muft  have  ob- 
tained a Decree  in  their  favour,  and  have  been'  waiting 
only  the  final  Proccfs  which  was  to  carry  the  Sentence 
into  efFedt ; when  their  Opponents  bethought  themfelves 
of  applying  to  the  Star-Chamber  to  flay  Proceedings. 

I Undcrflanding  that  many  Papers  relating  to  Proceed- 
ings in  the  Star-Chamber  had  been  loft  or  deftroyed, 
and  finding  the  reft  in  great  Confufion,  I gave  over  the 
Search  as  defperatej  and  muft  therefore  content  myfelf 

with 
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When  Things  were  in  this  State  of  For- 
wardnels,  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council, 
aware  that  the  Caufe  concerned  not  only  the 
Parties  before  them  but  the  whole  City  and 
their  Clergy,  meide  an  Order  that  the  Ci- 
tizens Ihould  affemble  in  their  feveral  Wards, 
and  there  deliberate  whether  they  would 
fubmit  the  Matter  to  Them  as  Referees ; 
And  thefe  Meetings  being  accordingly  held, 
and  moft  part  at  length  agreeing  to  abide  by 
their  Determination,  a Report  to  that  effort 
was  made  to  the  Court  of  Common  Council, 
who  thereupon  appointed  a Committee  to 
profecute  the  Buhnels  The  Clergy  like- 

wife 

with  the  Authority  of  Dr.  Walton,  who  has  ftated  the 
Subftance  of  the  Bill,  dec.  and  refers  to  the  Depofitions  as 
being  on  record  at  the  time  he  wrote.  Treatife  concelli- 
ing  the  Payment  of  Tithes  in  London.  Ch.  xii.  That 
fuch  a Caufe  however  was  then  carried  on  is  fufficiendy 
proved  by  the  Documents  I fhall  hereafter  have  occafibn 
to  produce, 

-%■  n I'orafmuch  as  great  Variance  of  long  time  hath 
“ continued  between  the  Curates  and  the  City  of  Loti- 
“ don,  and  the  Examination  thereof  hath  been  had  be- 
“ fore  my  Lord  Chancellor  and  other  Lords  of  our- 
“ Sovereign  Lopl  the  King’s  moft  Honourable  Privy 
“ Council,  and  an  Order  taken  by  my  Lord  Chancellor, 
my  Lojd  of  Canterbury,  and  my  Lords  Chief  Juf- 

i ticcs 
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wife  having  confented  to  the  Reference  a 
ProviGonal  Order  ‘j-  was  made  that  the  Ci- 
tizens fljoLild  pay  to  the  Parfons  of  their  re- 
fpe6live  Parilhes  after  the  rate  of  2s.  Qd.  in 
the  Pound,  and  l6d.  f in  the  Half-Pound, 
and  fo  afcending  from  Half-Pound  to  Half- 

“ ticcs  of  either  Bench,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Cromwe],  that 
the  Citizens  fhould  aflemble  in  their  feveral  Wards, 
“ and  there  to  treat  whether  they  would  be  contented  to 
**  abide  their  Order  and  final  Determinarion  concerning 
“ the  faid  Matter  of  Variance  or  no  ; Which  Citizens 
■“  afferabled  in  their  faid  feveral  Wards,  and  at  the  end 
rnofl;  Part  of  them  were  agreed  to  abide  the  Order  of 
the  laid  Lord  Chief  Juflices  cf  either  Bench  and  of  the 
faid  Mr.  Thomas  Croinwel,  and  Report  made  thereof  to 
**  this  Common  Council  accordingly.  Wherefore  it  'is 
now  agreed  that  Mr,  John  Alleyn,  Mr.  Dodmer,  Alder- 
“ men,  Mr,  Recorder  John  Clark,  &c,  do  make  report 
thereof  to  my  Lord  Chancellor,  at  his  Place  at  ChrifI; 
Church  tomorrow,  at  Seven  o’Clock  in  the  Forenoon 
of  the  fame  E)ay  ; and  that  the  faid  John  Clark,’  &c. 
“ fiiall  purfue  and  follow  the  faid  Matter  with  effedf.” 
Minutes  of  Common  Council  10  Feb.  25  H.  VIII. 
Journal  Vol.  xiii.  Fol,  395. 

* It  is  Rated  in  the  Letters  Patent  of  2 Apr.  25  H.  VIII. 
that  both  Parties  had  compromitted  their  Variances  to 
the  Arbitrement  of  the  Arch-Bifl^op  of  Canterbury  arid 
Others, 

+ That  this  Regulation  was  only  a temporary  one  is 
evident  from  the  Letters  Patent  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding Note,  and  from  other  publick  Documents, 

Pound . 
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Pound  : And  dfo  that  Men’s  Wives,  thek 
Servants,  Children,  and  Apprentices,  re- 
ceiving the  Holy  Sacrament,  hiould  pay  2d, 
for  their  four  Oftering-Days  *. 

This  Decree  the  King  enforced  ^t  the 
Time  by  his  Letters  Patent  f?  ^^^d  after- 
jvnrds  by  Proclamation  + : And  it  was  fur- 
ther confirmed  by  A^  of  Parliament  27 
Hen.  Vill.  Ch.  21,  which  provided  that  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  City  and  its  Liberties 
''fliould  pay  their  Curates  all  iuch  Sums  as  by 
Order  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Others, 
and  ])y  Royal  Proclaniation,  they  had  or 
ought  to  have  paid  at  Lafter  1535,  and 

^ The  Original  of  this  Order  Is  not  now  extant ; hav- 
ing been  deftroyed,  as  Dr.  Walton  informs  us  .(Ch.  xill. 
of  his  Treatife)  by  the  Fire  which  had  happened  at 
Whitehall  a few  Years  before  he  wrote:  viz.  12 Jan. 
1618-19.  See  Howe’s  Chronicle  Fol.  Lond.  1632- 
P.  1031.  It  is  hated  however  in  the  Letters  Patent,  and 
jrecognized  by  a Court  of  Common  Council  held  the 
Monday  in  Paffion-Week  25  H.  Vlljr.  (30  March  1534). 
Journal  Vol.  xni.  Fol.  404. 

. t Thefe  Letters  Patent,  dated  2 April  25  H.  VIII.  are 
entered  in  the  Records  of  the  City.  Ibid.  Fol.  417. 

X A Copy  of  this  Proclamation,  printed  by  Thomas 
Berthelet,  is  preferved  in  the  Library  of  tire  Antiquarian 
Society.  From  the  A6l  of  27  H.  VlII.  it  appears  to 
have  been  iflued  before  Eaftcr  1535. 
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ilioiild  continue  thofe  Payments  till  fome 
othef  Order  or  Law  diould  be  made  by  the 
King  and  32  Perfons  to  be  named  by  Him 
for  fettling  the  Tithes,  Oblations,  and  Hues 
in  London,  and  for  making  Ecclefiaftical 
Laws  for  the  Kingdom  at  large. 

And  here  let  us  paufe  a while,  and  refled 
how  much  the  Value  of  the  London-Livings 
was  reduced  by  the  Sentence  of  the  Lords 
of  Council,  thus  eftabliflied  by  A6t  of  Par- 
liament. The  Payments  in  lieu  of  Obla- 
tions, which  at  one  time  had  amounted  to 
4s.  Id.  in  the  Pound  on  the  Rents  of  Houfes, 
and  which  by  the  Award  of  Arbitrators  and 
by  mutual  Confent  had  been  fet  at  3s.  6d."^ 
were  now  lowered  to  2s.  9d. : And  this  Rate 
was  intended  as  an  Equivalent  not  only  for 

Oblations  but  for  Personal  TITIIEs•f'^ 

to 

* SeeP.  17. 

f So  the  Citizens  themfelves  underftood  it : For,  at 
the  Court  of  Common  Council  held  the  Monday  in  Paf- 
don-Week,  it  was  Agreed  that  the  Curates  Ihould  have 
and  take  of  their  Parifhioners,  in  full  Recompence  and 
Satisfadfion  of  their  Oblations,.  Tithes,  and  other  Du- 
ties whatfoever,  but  only  2s.  9d.  in  the  Pound,  according 
to  the  Order  of  the  Lords  : And  in  the  Letters  Patent  that 
prder  is  declared  to  have  been  made  for  fettling  the  Dif. 

putes 
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to  which  till  then  the  Clergy  had  been  enti- 
tled, and  which,  tho'  they  had  not  gene- 
rally demanded  them,  (being  well  latisfied 
perhaps  with  the  Free-Will  Offerings  of  the 
godly  and  well-difpofed  among  their  Pa- 
rifliioners)  were  neverthelefs  due  by  the  Com- 
mon Law  of  the  Land.  That  the  Plight 
exifted  is  clear  from  the  authoritative  Regn- 
lation  of  Arch-Bilhop  LEingham,  and  from 
the  decided  Opinion  of  that  great  Civilian 
Lyndwood  * ;^nor  was  it  called  in  queftion 
by  the  Arbitrators  in  1452,  who  only  exr- 
preft  their  Wiff  that  every  one  fliould  be 
left  to  his  Devotion  and  Confcience  in  that 
Matter  q*:  And,  not  many  Years  before  the 
Reference  which  terminated  in  cutting  off 

putes  concerning  Tithes,  Oblations,  ^nd  other  Duties, 
The  Proclamation  too  fets  forth  that  the  King’s  Counfel- 
lors  had  decreed  that  the  Citizens  and  Inhabitants  fliould 
pay  for  their  Tithes  after  the  Rate  of  16d.  ^ for  every 
10s.  Rent,  and  not  above, 

* Note  *.  P.  20, 

t “ Alfo  as  for  Personal  Tithes,  Parifliioners,  by 
“ this  Ordinance,  fhall  neither  be  charged  nor  difcharged, 
“ faving  that  hereafter  fliall  no  Curate  vex,  trouble,  fue, 
“ or  deny  Sacraments  or  Service  for  Non-Payment  of 
“ the  fame,  but  leave  them  to  good  Devotion  and  Con- 

fcicnce  of  the  Parifliioners.”  Award  of  Arbitrators 
referred  to  in  Note  f.  P.  13, 
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fo  large  a Source  of  Income,  the  Citj -In<- 
cumbents  had  averted  their  Claim  to  it  as 
founded  in  Law,  fanftioned  by  Cuftom,  and 
confirmed  by  various  Conftitutions  and  Or- 
dinances But  (on  what  Ground  it  is 
hard  to  fay)  They  were  deprived  of  this 
Right,  and  at  the  fame  time  loft  a con- 
fiderable' Proportion  of  what  they  had  for- 
merly received  as  a Compofitioi^  for  Ob- 
lations. 

Yet,  tho’  the  Citizens  had  fuch  ample 
Reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  Succefs  of 
their  Application  to  the  Star-Chamber,  fe- 
veral  of  Them  refufed  to  abide  by  die  Re- 
fult  of  itA^  and,  freih  Difputei^  arofe  on  the 
Conftru6rion  of  the  Order  that  had  been 
niade.|. ; It  being,  however,  at  length  agreed 
to  fubmit  thefe  Variances  to  the  Decifion  of 
_ the  Arch-Billiop  of  Canterbury,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  fevcral  other  Lords  and 
Judges  §;  it  was  enabled,  37  H.  VIII.  Ch. 
12,  that  fuch  Decree  as  Ihould  be  made  by 
thofe  Commiffioners  or  by  any  fix  of  them^ 

* Note  P.  21. 

t It  Is  fo  declared  in  the  Proclamation  above-mentioned, 
Preamble  to  the  A6l  of  37  H.  VIII.  C.  12. 

§ Ibid. 
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before  the  firft  Day  of  March  then  next 
enfuing,  touching  the  Payment  of  Tithes, 
Oblations,  and  other  Duties  within  the  City 
of  London  and  the  Liberties  theieof,  and 
enrolled  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery 
Ihould  have  the  Force  of  an  AH  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  fhould  bind  as  well  the  Inhabi- 
tants as  the  Incumbents  of  the  faid  City  and 
Liberties,  and  their  Succeftbrs  for  ever. 

The  Commiffioners  accordingly  met,  and 
on  24  Feb.  1545  decreed  that  the  Citizens 
and  Inhabitants  Hiould  yearly,  without  Fraud 
or  Covin,  pay  their  Tithes  to  the  Parfons, 
Vicars,  and  Curates,  and  their  Succehors, 
after  the  following  Rate : viz.  Of  every  10s. 
Rent  by  the  Year  of  Houfes,  Shops,  Ware- 
houfes.  Cellars,  and  Stables,  l6d.  | ; and  of 
every  20s.  Rent  2s.  9d  ; And  fo  above  the 

* Eight  of  the  Commiffioners  are  named  in  the  Body 
of  the  Decree,  us  having  concurred  in  framing  it ; but 
only  fix  fubfcribed  it.  Whether  it  was  enrolled  in  Chan- 
cery, as  the  A6l  required,  was  long  confidered  as  doubt- 
ful, and  many  Arguments  pro  and  con  are  ftated  by  Dr. 
Walton  in  his  Treatife,  Ch.  xvn.  Some  few  Years,  how- 
ever, after  he  wrote,  the  matter  was  legally  determined 
la  the  Affirmative  by  the  Verdidt  of  a Jury  in  Hallum  v. 
Adams  and  Others.  B.  R.  Eafter  Zl  C.  I.  and  Brampfton, 
■ and-Rands  v.  Cooke.  Excheq.  1657. 
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lleiU  of  ,Q0s.  by  the  Year,  afcending  front 
10s.  tO'iOs.  They  likewife  endeavoured  to 
guard  agaiiift  the  Frauds  whicli  might  be  com- 
mitted by  referring  lefs  PLeht  than  ufual  or  no 
Rent  at  all,  in  conlideration  of  a Fine  paid 
beforehand  ; and,  having  provided  for  fome 
particular  Cafes  refpedling  Occupancy,  they 
directed  that  the  Inhabitants  foould  account 
for  their  Tithes  quarterly,  and  that  at  Eafter 
the  Wives,  Children,  and  other  Members 
of  each  Family  ihould  pay  2d.  for  their  four 
Offering-Days.  They  further  added  a Pro- 
vifo  (which  has  fince  given  rife  to  much  Liti- 
gation) that  where  lefs  Sum  than  after  l6'd.  I 
in  the  10s.  Rent  or  2s.  9d.  in  the  20s.  Rent 
had  been  accuftomed  to  be  paid  for  Tithes, 

then  in  fuch  Places  the  Inhabitants  fhould 

\ 

pay  only  after  fuch  Rate  as  had  been  accuf- 
tomed. 

From  the  Series  of  Fadts  which  I have 
hitherto  ftated  it  is  evident,  I think,  that  till 
then  there  had  not,  nor  could  have  exifted 
(what  were  afterwards  fet  up,  and,  in  fome 
Cafes  legally  allowed*)  fpecifck  cuftomary 

Payments 

The  firfl  Inflance  I find  in  which  this  Cullom  was 
pleaded  was  in  the  Caufe  of  Morris  and  Wife  (Leflees  of 

the 
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Payments  attached  to  particular  Houfes. 
Por  the  Compofition  in  lieu  of  Oblations 
was  a rateable  Payment,  regulated  by  the 
Rent;  and,  after  having  varied  from  time 
to  time,  was  fixed  at  laft  by  the  Statute  at 
2s.  9d.  in  the  Pound.  If  therefore  there 
were  any  who  could  avail  themfelves  of  the 

Provifo 

the  Minor  Canons  of  St.  Paul’s)  v.  Turner  and  Others  in 
1661.  Here,  however,  the  Point  was  not  brought  to  a 
legal  Decillon,  the  Suit  having  terminated  in  a Reference. 
But  in  1678,  in  Scudamore  v.  Pemberton  cuftomary  Pay- 
ments were  found  by  a jury  ; and  fo  likewife  in  Bennett 
V.  Treppafs  in  1722.  They  were  alfo  decreed  for  3 
Houfes  out  of  4 in  Williamfon  v.  Gofling  in  1762  : And 
in  Bramfton  v.  Heron  and  Others  in  1784,  tlie  Com- 
plainant, not  being  aware  of  the  true  State  of  his  Cafe, 
admitted  certain  Payments  to  have  been  cuftomarily  made 
for  the  Houfes  occupied  by  fome  of  the  Defendants,  but 
obtained  a Decree  againft  the  reft  for  an  Account  at 
2s.  9d.  in  the  Pound,  according  to  the  Statute.  In  other 
Inftances  the  Plaintiffs  fucceeded  in  eftablilhing  tlieir  right 
to  the  ftatutable  Payment : viz.  in  Ward  v.  Plilder  in  1694; 
in  'I'ownley  v.  Wilfon  in  1705  ; in  Kynafton  v.  Brecknock 
in  1761  ; in  Kynafton  V.  Irefon  and  Others  in  1762;  and 
lately,  in  the  Caufe  of  The  Warden  and  Minor  Canons 
of  St.  Paul’s  V.  Morris  and  Others,  Parifhioners  of  St. 
Gregory’s  ; where  an  Iffue,  directed  out  of  Chancery,  was 
tried  a,t  Bar  firft  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  and  af- 
terwards m the  Exchequer,  and  where  the  Queftion  was 
Whether  at  the  time  of  making  the  Decrqe,  25  Feb.  1545, 

any 
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' Proviro,  as  having  cuftomarily  paid  lefs 
ftill  that  fmaller  Payment  muft  have  been  a 
Tateable  One  ISTor  could  Individuals' 
claim  this  Privilege  for  particular  Houfes ; 
the  Language  of  the  Provifoj  which  di- 
refted  that  the  leffer  Rate  iTiould  be  paid  in 
thofe  T laces  where  fuch  Cuftom*  had  pre* 
vailed,  referring  ftrongly  to  a general  Mode 
of  Payment  in  a Diftri6t  t : And  it  was  fo 

o 'i 

underllood  at  the  time  ; for,  in  a Precept 
ilfiied  by  the  Mayor,  the  Aldermen  were 
charged  to  caufe  the  Inhabitants  of  their  re- 
fpedive  Wards  to  pay  their  Curates  after 

any  and  what  lets  Sum  than  after  the  Rate  of  2s.  9d.  on 
the  20s.  Rent  had  been  accuftomed  to  be  paid  for  Tithes 
on  the  Houfes  occupied  by  the  feveral  Defendants,  the 
Jury  both  times  found  a Verditft  for  the  Minor  Canons. 

■*  From  the  feveral  Documents  we  have  produced,  in 
none  of  which  there  are  any  1'races  of  Exceptions  to  the 
general  Rule,  and  from  our  meeting  with  no  Inftance, 
U][30n  the  palling  of  the  A61:,  in  which  they  were  fet  up, 
we  may  fairly  conclude  that  no  fuch  Exceptions  really 
exifted. 

f By  the  very  W ords  of  the  Decree  thofe  who  might 
be  entitled  to  the  Exemption  were  to  pay  not  fpecifick 
Sums,  but  after  fuch  Rate  as  had  been  accuftomed^ 

Such  was  the  Interpretation  given  to  this  Claufe  by 

tlie  late  Chief  Baron  Evre  in  the  Caufe  of  Braxnfton  v. 

* 

Heron. 
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th€  Rate  of  2s.  9cl ; and  fuch  Farijhes  as  of 
old  time  had  been  ufed  to  pay  but  2s.  in  the 
Pound  were  to  pay  as  they  had  been  accuf- 
tomed  *.  Accordingly  more  than  a Cen- 
tury elapfed  before  fpecifick  cuftomary.  Pay- 
ments were  fet  up  -j- ; nor  can  I learn  that 
any  Attempts  were  ever  made  to  eftablilh  a 
lefs  Rate  than  the  general  one  adopted  by 
the  Decree ; though  the  Difputes  between 
the  Parties  w'ere  by  no  means  laid  to  reft, 
but  broke  out  afterwards  with  as  much  vio- 
lence as  ever. 

And  it  was  not  long  before  frelh  Caufe 
was  given  for  Complaint : for,  in  lefs  than 
5 Years,  we  find  King  Edward  enjohiing 
Bp.  Bonner  to  enquire  into  and  redrefs  the 
Injury  done  to  the  London-Incumbents  by 
divers  Perfons  refufing  to  pay  them  their 

* This  Precept  is  quoted  by  Dr.  Walton,  Ch.  xv. 
from  a Work  publifbed  at  that  time  ; according  to  which, 
thofe  Perfons  who  had  cuftomarily  paid  lefs  were  to 
continue  to  pay  at  their  ufual  Rate.  But,  on  referring 
to  the  Copy  of  the  Precept  preferved  in  the  Records  of 
the  City  (Journal,  Vol.  xnr,  Fol.  472)  I found  the  Word 
was  not  Persons  but  Parishes. 

t See  Note  *,  P.  30. 

c due. 
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due  It  does  not  however  appear  that  any 
Steps  were  taken  in  confequence  of  this  In- 
jun6iion  ; The  Times  indeed  would  not  ad- 
mit of  it  r and  the  Occurrences  of  the  two 
fucceeding  Reigns  were  fo  far  from  being 
favourable  to  the  adj lifting  of  fuch  a Buli- 
nefs,  that  on  ^e  contrary  they  afforded  too 
fair  an  Opportunity,  to  thofe  who  fought  it, 
of  taking  meafures  to  prevent  the  Incomes 
of  the  City-Livings  from  rifing  with  the  im- 
proving State  of  the  Capital,  and  even  to 
lower  the  Payments  which  had  been  for- 
merly made.  It  was  during  this  Interval, 
while  the  Minds  of  the  Clergy  were  called 
off  from  attending  to  their  temporal  In- 
terefts  by  Subje6ls.  which  more  deeply  con- 
cerned them,  that  Means  were  ufed  to  con- 
ceal and  deprefs  the  Rents  on  which  the 
Compofition  was  to  be  paid  them ; and  to 
that  end  double  Leafes  were  granted,  Pines 
were  taken,  and  Payments  of  various  kinds 

* lliis  Circumftance  is  recorded  by  Fox,  (In  his  Mar- 
tyrology,  Vol.  2,)  who  gives  us  the  Words  of  the  Order, 
tlTued  1 1 Auguft  3 E.  VI.  The  Fa£l  is  likewife  Hated  by 
Collier,  in  his  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory,  who  refers  for  his 
Authority  to  the  Regifter  of  the  Bidiops  of  London: 
Bonner.  Fol.  220. 
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introduced*  : So  that,  when  James  T.  came 
to  the  Crown,  the  Evil  was  arrived  at  fuch 
a height  as  to  drive  them  to  leek  redrefs 
from  the  Legillature  : But  the  Bill  which 
was  brou2;ht  into  Parliament  for  that  Pur- 
pofe  was  loft  on  the  fecond  reading.  And 
in  1620  another  Bill,  like  the  former,  came 
to  nothing -f*. 

'The  London-Clergy,  having  failed  in  this 
Attempt,  took  no  further  Steps  toward  pro- 
curing Relief  till  about  14  Years  after; 
when  they  ftated  their  Grievances  to  King 
Charles  I,  and  prayed  to  have  them  re- 
dreft ; and,  both  Parties  having  agreed  to 
fubmit  to  him  as  Arbitrator,  He  was  pleafed 
to  hear  the  Matter  himfelf;|;.  After  ft)me 
delay,  occafioned  by  the  Situation  of  Af- 
fairs at  that  time,  the  Bulinefs  was  refumed 
in  1638 ; when  the  Clergy  were  ordered  to 
exhibit  to  the  Recorder  a Copy  of  the  Va- 
luation of  the  Tithes  of  their  feveral  Bene- 

* See  the  Cafe  of  Dunn  v.  Burrell  and  Goff  in  1617. 
Gwillim  on  Titlies,  Vol.  I.  p.  299. 

f See  journals  of  the  Commons,  Vol.  I.  p.  245,  565. 

% See  Minutes  of  the  Court  of  Aldermen  13  June. 
Repertor.  Vol.  XLVIII.  Fol.  262,  and  Minutes  of  the 
Privy  Council  5 and  16  Nor.  & 14  Dec,  1634, 

c 2 


lices 


[ sc  ] 

fices  as  they  "were  then  paid,  together  with 
the  Value  of  the  Houfes  in  each  Parifh. 
This  was  accordingly  done:  But,  fome  Ex- 
ceptions being  tahen  to  the  Statement,  the 
■King  was  further  pleafed  to  direct  that  there 
’ fhould  be  a Meeting  in  every  Pariili  between 
the  Parfon  on  the  one  part  and  the  Alderman 
of  the  Ward  or  Perfons  to  be  appointed  by 
Him  on  the  other;  each  Party  calling  in 
fuch  Affiftance  as  he  fhould  choofe ; and 
that  they  Ihould  enquire  into  and  certify 
(together,  if  they  could  agree  ; if  not,  fepa- 
rately)  what  was  the  clear  Maintenance  of 
the  Minilters  of  the  refpe6tive  Parifhes,  and 
the  Amount  of  the  Impropriations  ; and  that 
a moderate  Eftimate  fhould  be  made  of  the 
yearly  Value  of  the  Houfes  &c,  and  what 
the  Tithes  would  amount  to  according  to 
fuch  Valuation  The  Troubles  coming  on 

foon 

* See  Order  made  by  the  King  in  Council  22  April 
J638,  and  the  Subfiance  of  that  Order  flated  in  the, 
Minutes  of  a Court  of  Common  Council,  held  4 May 
following.  Journal  Vol.  XXXVIII.  Fol.  108. 

Tho’  this  Order  does  not  appear  to  have  been  duly 
complied  with  on  the  Part,  of  the  Citizens,  yet  that  an 
Abflradl  of  the  yearly  Value  of  the  City  Livings  was 
made  bv  them  at  the  time  is  evident  from  a Document 

preferved 
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•jo/1  flio  froni  putting 

Lilted  Inmfell-  with  permitting 

„ fo,  *»  - 

cree  in  that  Cale  me.  1 . • ^ 

frrvin-  to  Himfelt  the  Power  (which 
lerviUj,  nf  ilterino’,  increafmg, 

never  after  enjoyed)  ot  alteiin^,  ^ 

or  moderating  the  Payments,  as  he  in  ^ 

Judgement  fliould  fee  fit*. 

During  the  Ufurpation  no  legal  Altera 
tlon  took  place  in  the  Provrfion  for  the 
City-Incumbents:  On  the  contrary  the 

Rio-ht  to  the  ftatutable  Payment  at 
Ram  of  2s.  9d.  in  the  Pound  was  con- 
firmed in  two  or  three  mftances  t.  Une 
Evil  however,  winch  arofe  out  o e 
fufion  in  which  the  Church  was  then  involved, 

- was  that,  the  tondon-Clergy  being  driven 
from  their  Livings,  and  few  of  them  rein- 

prercrvcdan,o„,-hwirRecor^in~ 

and  in  a 3d  Column  what  they  would  have  amounted 
afer^d.  in  .he  Pound  on  a fair  and  moderate  Valuation 

of  tllC  HoufeS*  _ 

. See  Proceedings  ot  the  Privy  Council  32  Jan.  1638 

+ Viz.  In  Sheffield  v.  Pearce  (St.  Sw.thin  s)  turd 

Brampfton  and  Rands  v.  Alkey.  and  The  Same  v.  Cooke 

(St.  Botolph’s,  Aldcrfgate). 
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ftated  at  the  Reftoration  the  Knowledge 
of  their  legal  Rights  was  in  a great  meafure 
obliterated.  They  were  unprepared  there- 
fore to  meet  the  Opinion,  which  was  broached 
at  this  time,  That  they  were  entitled,  not  to 
rateable  Payments  varying  according  to  the 
Rents,  but  to  fpecifick  Sums  chargeable  on 
the  feveral  Houfes  in  their  refpe6tive  Pa- 
riflies  “I- : And,  before  this  Subject  could  well 
be  inveftigated  and  the  Miftake  pointed  out, 
the  dreadful  Fire  in  1666  laid  the  greater 
Part  of  the  City  in  Alhes,  and  burnt  down 
or  damaged  85  Parilh-Churches. 

When  the  Legillature  met  to  confider  how 
they  might  beft  remedy  this  fore  Evil,  it 
was  ena6ted  that  34  of  thofe  Churches  Ihould 
not.be  rebuilt,  but  that  the  Parifhes  to  which 
they  belonged  Ihould  ■ be  united  to  others 
And  by  a fubfequent  A6t  the  Maintenance 
of  the  Parochial  Minifters  of  the  51  Churches 

* It  appears,  from  Walker’s  Sufferings  of  the  Clergy, 
that  not  a Fifth  of  the  London  Incumbents  were  reftored 
to  their  Preferments;  and  ofthefe  the  Majority,  if  formerly 
engaged  in  the  Contelt,  muff  have  been  too  far  advanced 
in  years  to  renew  it.  Dr,  Walton,  who  was  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  fubjecSt,  inftead  of  returning  to  his 
Situation  in  the  City,  was  promoted  to  the  See  of  Chefter, 
but  died  before  the  end  of  1661. 

t See  Note  *.  P.  30.  J A£t  of  22  C.  II.  Ch.  1 1. 

which 
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which'  were  to  be  reftored  was  fixed  at  cer-* 
tain  fpecifick  Sums,  to  be  levied  by  an  equal 
Rate  on  the  Houfes  in  their  refpe6tive  Pa- 
ri Qies 

As  for  the  Incumbents  of  thofe  which  had 
not  been  injured  by  the  Fire,  and  the  Im- 
propriators of  thofe  which  had,  their  Inte- 
refts  were  left  on  the  fame  footing  as  before -f'. 
The  A6t  however  which  regulated  the  In- 
comes of  the  reft  may  be  confidered  as  hav- 
ing had  feme  Effe6l  upon  them,  by  giving 
Countenance  to  the  Notion  that  the  Pay- 
ments made  by  their  refpe6tive  Pariftiioners 
admitted  of  no  Variation  and  Improvement. 
And  on  this  erroneous  Principle  Awards 
were  afterwards  made,  and  A6ls  of  Parlia- 
ment paft,  charging  the  Parifties  which  were 
.the  Subje6ls  of  them  with  raifing  a fixed 
Sum  annually  in  lieu  of  Tithes,  and  in  feme 
Inftances  fpecifying  what  Ihould  be  paid  by 

each  feparate  HoufeJ.  In  other  Cafes 

\ 

Tjfiprppq 

* Aa  of  32  and  23  C.  II.  Ch.  15. 
f Tl;e  Parifli  of  St.  Gregory  being  united  to  that  of 
,St.  Magdalen,  Old  Fifh  Street,  the  Interefts  of  the  Im* 
propriators,  the  Warden  and  Minor  Canons  of  St.  Paul’s, 
were  fecured  to  them  by  a fpecial  Provifo. 

t In  1694',  the  Mafter  and  Scholars  of  Baliol  College, 
Oxford,  Impropriators  of  St.  Lawrence’s,  Old  Jewry,  and 
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Decrees  have  "been  obtained  a2:ainft  a few 
Individuals  for  2s.  9d.  in  the  Pound  on  their 
■Rents ; but  the  Complainants,  after  gaining 
their  Caufe,  and  enforcing  the  payment  in 
the  firft  Inftance,  have  afterwards  lowered 
their  Demand  to  Is.  in  the  Pound;  afraid, 
as'itfhould  feem,  of  being  thought  rapacious 
and  oppreffive,  and  not  aware  that  what  the 
Law  awarded  them  was  aCompromife  greatly 
inferior  to  what  their  Predeceffors  had  been 
entitled  to  receive.  Of  late  Years  indeed 
"the  Subje6l  has  been  more  fully  canvaffed ; 
in  confequence  of  which  feveral  Incumbents 
have,  without  Litigation,  made  more  ad^^n- 
tageous  Terms  with  their  PariQiioners,  tho^ 

their  Leffee,  haying  filed  a Bill  in  the  Exchequer  againfl 
feveral  of  the  Parifhioners,  and  the  Parties  having  agreed 
to  leave  their  Differences  to  be  fettled  by  two  of  the 
Barons,  the  Arbitrators,  tho’  the  Complainants  had  juft 
obtained  a Decree  for  the  payment  of  2s.  9d.  in  the  Pound 
on  the  Rents  of  the  Houfes  occupied  by  the  Defendants, 
fixed  the  Produce  of  the  impropriate  Redlory  at  c£l50 
per  Annum,  to  be  raifed  by  the  Inhabitants  for  the  time 
-being  according  to  a Schedule  annexed  to  the  Award. 
And  this  Sentence  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  Adf  of 
Parliament  i \V.  III.  And  in  1705,  after  a fimilar  Decree 
had  been  obtained  in  the  Caufe  of  Townley  v.  ^Vilfon, 
an  Ac\  was  paft  l^or  fettling  the  Tithes  of  the  Impropriate 
|le61:ory  of  St., Bride’s  at  c£400  per  Annum, 


ftill 


[ 41  ] 

fiill  below  what  they  have  a legal  Right  to 
demand. 

But  to  return  to  what  is  commonly  called 
the  Fire  Aft.  The  Reafons  for  paffing  it,  as 
Rated  in  the  Preamble,  were  that  the  Tithes 
in  the  City  of  London  had  been  levied  and 
paid  with  great  Inequality ; and,  lince  the 
dreadful  Fire  there,  by  taking  away  fome 
Houfes,  altering  the  Foundations  of  many, 
and  newly  erefting  others,  were  become  fo 
difordered  that,  in  cafe  they  Ihould  not  be 
reduced  to  a Certainty,  many  Controverhes 
and  Suits  at  Law  might  arife.  The  Aft 
therefore  determined  what  fiiould  be  the 
certain  annual  Tithes  of  all  the  Pariflies 
whofe  Churches  were  demoliHied  or  in  part 
confumed  by  the  Fire,  and  appointed  a fum- 
mary  Mode  of  recovering  them  where  they 
fliould  be  withheld.  And  hereby  indeed  the 
Objeft  which  the  Legillature  had  in  view 
has  been  attained  : Litigation  has  been  pre- 
vented * ; but  at  the  lame  time  the  Mainte- 
nance 

* No  Dlfpute  appears  to  have  arifen  on  this  Statute  till 
the  Year  1713,  when,  Arrears  having  become  due  wliile 
cei  tain  Houfes  W’cre  empty  or  in  poflefllon  of  former 
1 enants,  and  Payment  b?ing  denied  ; and  the  Lord  Mayor 

having 
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nance  of  the  fey  era!  Incumbents  yvas  fixed 

at  a very  low  Rate,  and  the  Door  fliut 

againft  any  Improvement  that  might  keep 

pace  with  the  Times.  Of  the  51  Livings 

which  were  regulated  by  this  A61,  only  6 

were  fettled  at  jTSOO  per  Ann. ; 32  at  lefs 

than  ^150;  and  one  Fourth  of  thefe  at  no 

more  than.^TlOO.  Thefe  Sums,  except  in  a 

very  few  Inftances,  do  not  much  exceed  what 

the  Livings  quoted  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  I, 

> 

having  on  application  refuted  to  grant  a Warrant  of  Dlf- 
trefs ; two  Incumbents  appealed  to  the  Lord  Chancellor 
purfiiant  to  the  Diredtions  of  the  A£l : who,  perceiving 
the  Queftlon  to  be  of  a general  Concern,  and  tliat  the 
Barons  of  the  Exchequer  had  concurrent  Jurifdi6tion 
With  him,  applied  to  them  for  their  Opinion : with  which 
he  concurred,  and  decreed  that  the  Sums  affeft  by  that 
AQ.  were  become  a real  Charge  upon  the  Houfes,  and 
that  the  Arrears  which  fhould  have  been  paid  by  the 
former  Tenants,  or  which  became  due  while  tlie  Houfes 
flood  emptj,'^,  fhould  be  difeharged  by  the  then  Occupiers. 

Some  Years  after  feveral  of  thefe  Livings  were  charged 
with  the  Land-Tax,  but  were  relieved  by  a Refolution 
pafl  18  Dec.  1741,  at  the  fulleft  Board  of  Commiffioners 
that  (as  far  as  I can  learn)  was  ever  held,  before  or  fince. 
Notwithftanding  which  a Charge  has  again  been  made 
within  thefe  few  Years  on- the  Incumbents  of  Livings 
iituated  in  the  Ward  of  C{{/?Ie-Baynard,  who  haveaccord- 
iijgly  paid  the  Tax,  and  fome  of  whom,  I underhand,  con- 
tinue to  pay  it  at  this  Day. 

when 
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when  the  Clergy  were  complaining  of  their 
Grievances ; and  fcarce  produce  one  Thud 
of  what  they  would  have  done,  had  the 
Tithes  been  paid  according  to  a moderate 
Valuation  of  the  Houfes*.  In  a few  Pd- 
rilhes  indeed  fome  Addition  is  made  to  This 
by  Eader-Ofterings;  The  Words  of  the  Ad 
however  preclude  the  legal  Demand  of 
-them-f*;  fo  that,  where  they  are  collected, 
they  are  folicited  and  accepted  as  Gratuities, 
and  no  where  amount  to  any  thing  con- 
fiderable. 

At  this  diftance  of  Time,  and  without  any 
Clue  to  guide  us,  it  would  be  difficult  to  de- 
termine what  induced  the  Legiflature  to  fix 
on  Sums  fo  far  below  thofe  which  the  feveral 

* This  appears  from  the  Document  defcribed  Note 
P.  36.  a Copy  of  which  I have  accordingly  fubjoined. 
t “ Which  refpedlive  Sums  of  Money  to  be  paid  in 

lieu  of  Tithes  within  the  faid  refpedtive  Parilhes, 

“ fliallbe  the  refpedtive  certain  annual  Maintenance  (over 
“ and  above  Glebes  and  Perquifites,  Gifts  and  Bequefts 
“ to  therefpedtive  Parfon,  &cc.  of  any  Parifh  for  the  Time 
“ being)  of  the  faid  refpedtive  Parfons,  &c.”  Ealler- 
Offerings  come  under  neither  of  the  additional  Sources  of 
Ineoiue  here  defcribed.  On  the  contrary  they  formed  a 
part  of  what  had  been  given  to  the  Clergy  in  lieu  of 
Tithes  and.  Oblations  by  the  Decree  of  37  Hen.  VIII. 

Livings 
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Livings  would  have  yielded  had  the  Compo- 
fition  ill  lieu  of  Tithes  and  Oblations  been 
paid  according  to  the  bon^  fide  Rent  or 
Value  of  the  Houfes  in  each  Parifii.  They 
might  poffibly  advert  to  the  Principle  laid 
down  in  the  Decree  of  37  H.  VIII,  which 
provided  that,  if  any  Perfon  Ihould  take  a 
Tenement  for  lefs  than  the  accuftomed  Rent 
by  reafon  of  great  Ruin  or  Decay,  Buniing, 
or  fuch  like  Misfortunes,  fuch  Perfon  fhould 
pay  Tithes  only  after  the  Rate  of  the  Rent 
referved  in  his  Leafe,  as  long  as  that  Leafe 
Ihould  endure.  But,  if  that  were  the  Cafe, 
the  Leafes  granted  for  rebuilding  after  the 
Fire  of  London  muft  have  long  ago  ex- 
pired, and  confequently  that  Reafon  has 
ceafed  for  continuing  the  Tithes  at  the  fame 
low'  Rate,. 

In  the  mean  time  Circumftances  have 
arifen,  which  feem  to  prefs  ftrongly  for  a 
Revifion  and  Amendment  of  the  A6t  in 
queltion.  The  Alterations  .wLich  have  of 
late  been  made  and  are  ftill  making  in  the 
City,  by  taking  away  fome  Houfes,  altering 
the  Foundations  of  many,  and  newly  erect- 
ing others,  have  introduced  great  Confuiion 

in  the  Tithes  as  affefi;  by  virtue  of  that  A61, 

and 
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and  cannot  but  occafion  much  Difficulty  in 
afcertaining  and  recovering  them''*  ; no  Pro- 
vifion  having  been  made  for  freih  Affeffi- 
ments,  when,  in  courfe  of  Time,  Alterations 
ffiould  take  place  in  the  Difpofition  of 

Houfes. 

But  wffiat  appears  to  call  moft  loudly  for 
an  Amendment  of  the  Ad  is  the  great  Ad- 
vance which  has  taken  place  in  the  Price  of 
every  Article  of  Life  ; fo  that  the  annual 
Maintenance  provided  by  it  is  by  no  means 
fufficient  for  a Clergyman  to  live  upon  even 
as  a fmgie  INIan,  and  hill  lefs  to  fupport  the 
Dignity  of  his  Charadler ; being  fuch  as 
does  not  place  him,  in  point  of  Income,  on  a 
level  with  a Clerk  in  a Counting-Houfe,  or 
a Poreman  in  a reputable  Shop,  and  fcarce 
raifes  him  above  the.  Mechanick  wlio  main- 
tains himfelf  by  the  labour  of  his  Hands. 

Surely  then  here  is  fufficient  Ground  for 
applying  to  the  Legillature  to  revile  and 
amend  an  A61,  which,  tho’  fuited  to  the 
Exigences  of  the  Times  when  it  was  palt, 

* This  Is  peculiarly  the  Cafe  in  the  Parjfli  of  St.  Se- 
pulchre. 
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has  eventually  been  produQ^lve  of  great 
Hardfliip  to  the  Clergy  of  the  prefent  Day, 
and  will  probably  be  ftill  more  feverely  felt 
by  thofe  who  may  come  after  them. 

As  for  the  mode  of  Relief,  the  readieft 
Way  feems  to  be  Altering  the  Sums  fpecified 
in  the  Fire-A6l ; and  declaring  what  Ihall  be 
in  future  the  certain  annual  Maintenance  of 
the  Incumbents  of  the  refpe6tive  Parilhes  ; 
leaving  thofe  Sums  to  be  afleft  by  the  fame 
Defeription  of  Perfons  as  were  commiffioried 
to  do  it  on  the  former  Occafion. 

Againfl  this  Mode  it  may,  however,  be 
alledged  that,  (hould  the  Value  of  Money 
continue  finking  as  it  has  done,  the  Mainte- 
nance provided  by  it  will  in  a few  Years 
again  become  inadequate ; whilft  a rateable 
Payment,  keeping  pace  with  the  Rent  or 
Value  of  Houfes,  would  be  free  from  this 
Dbjedion,  and  at  the  fame  time  be  more 
analogous  to  what  is  prahtifed  in  the  other 
Parilhes  of  London  and  in  different  Parts  of 
the  Kingdom.  In  thofe  City-Parilhes  which 
were  not  affehted  by  the  Fire  in  l666,  and 
were  therefore  left  fubjeht  to  the  A6t  of  37 
H.  VIII,  the  Incumbents  are  entitled  to 

I 
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PayiTients  in  lieu  of  Tithes  at  2s.  9d.  in  the 
Pound  on  the  Rents : In  the  City  of  Can- 
terbury one  Parifli  pays  at  that  Rate,  and. 
the  reft  at  2s.  6d. : By  ,an  Aa  of  4 and  5 
P.  and  M.  Ch.  5.  the  Maintenance  of  the 
Clergy  in  the  City  of  Coventry  was  fettled 
•at  2s.  in  the  Pound : King  Charles  L 

awarded  the  like  Sum  for  the  fupport  of  the 
Parochial  Minifters  of  the  City  of  Norwich  * : 
And  the  fame  Rate  w^as  payable  by  ancient 
Cuftom  to  the  Incumbents  of  the  Parifties 
in  the  Suburbs  of  London -p.  Nor  would 
the  adopting  of  this  Mode  revive  the  Dif- 

* This  Award  was  iffued  under  the  Great  Seal  7 Aug. 

A.  R.  14,  and  is  enrolled  in  Chancery.  It  was  publiflred, 
together  with  a Vindication,  in  1707j  by  Dr.  Henry  Pri- 
deaux,  Dean  of  Norwich ; and  reprinted  with  other  Ec- 
clefiaftical  Tra6ls  in  1716. 

f It  is  fo  Rated  in  the  Award  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding Note.  But  the  Incumbents  of  the  Out-Pariflies, 

. Impropriators  as  well  as  Others,  feem  to  have  totally  loft 
Sight  of  This  ; And  feveral  Decrees  have  been  made, 
confirming  the  fpecifick  Payments  fet  up  by  Defendants, 
as  ancient  and  cuftomary.  The  Exiftence  of  this  Cuftom 
in  the  Liberty  of  St.  Martin’s  le  Grand  and  generally  in  ' 
every  ancient  City  and  Borough,  was  recognized  by  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  in  Dr.  Grant’s  Cafe,  1613.  Sec 
Gwillira  on  Tithes,  Yol.  1.  P.  259, 
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putes  M'liicli  formerly  took  place  between  the 
Citizens  and  their  Clergy ; as,  in  the  prefent' 
day,  the  Rents  of  lioufes  are  in  general 
fufficiently  alcertained  by  the  feveral  Ailefs- 
ments  made  for  raifmg  the  Parliamentary  and 
Parochial  Taxes  ; and,  in  particular  Cafes, 
a fummary  mode  might  be  provided  for  fet- 
tling the  Value  of  them. 

After  all,  fo  far  as  the  prefent  Incumbents 
are  concerned,  it  would  make  very  little  dif- 
ference which  Method  was  purfueds  fmee  a 
grofs  Sum,  equally  divided  according  to  the 
Value  of  the  Premifes  occupied  by  the  re- 
fpe6live  Inhabitants,  would  be  tantamount  to 
rateable  Payments.  And,  with  regard  to 
the  Interefts  of  Succeffion,  if  the  former 
Mode  fliould  be  thought  more  eligible,  their 
Interefts  might  be  guarded  by  providing 
that,  after  a certain  Number  of  Years,  the 
Afleffments  fliould  be  revifed,  and  altered,  if 
there  fliould  be  occaflon. 

Thefe  Matters  however,  together  with  the 
fpecifick  Sums  to  which  the  Livings  in  quel- 
lion  fliould  be  railed,  or  the  Rate  at  which 
the  Houfes  fliould  be  aflclt,  mull;  be  left  to 
the  Leoiflature  to  determine,  when  the 
London-Clergy  fliall  apply  tor  an  Ainend- 
(j  ment 
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ment  of  the  xA.61  of  22  and  23  C.  II.  From 
the  Wifdom,  the  Juftice,  the  Liberality  of 
Parliament  'they  have  rcafon  to  hope  that 
their  Cafe  will  be  taken  into  conlideration, 
and  fomething  done  to  relieve  them  from  the 
Hardfhips  under  which  they  now  labour. 
And  all  they  have  to  with  on  the  Subject  is 
that,  in  fettling  the  future  Produce  of  their 
Benefices,  it  maj^  be  remembered  that  the 
Demands  they  lhall  -be  empowered  to  make 
are  a Compofition  for  Per  sox  al  Tithes 
as  well  as  Oblatioxs  due  from  the  Ix» 
HABi TAXES,  and  are  to  afford  a fuitable 
Maintenance  for  the  Clergy  of  the  moll 
opulent  Commercial  City  ix  the 
World. 
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The  DOCUMENT  referred  to  P.  36j  43. 


This  Document  has  feveral  endorfements  on  it,  viz. 
Tithes  and  Values  of  Church-Livings  in  London  ld38. 
Benefices  and  the  Valuacon  of  Tithes  in  London. 
Benefices  and  the  Tithes  of  London. 

The  Parfons  Valuacon  of  Tithes. 

I 

t 


Benifices  within  the  Walls  not 
appropriated. 

Tithes  now  paid 
according  to  the 
Report  of  the 
Clergy. 

Tithes  paid  ac- 
cording to  the 
Report  of  the 
Citty. 

An  Eftimate  of 
Tythes  as  they 
ought  to  be  paid 
according  to  the 
Vallue  of  the 
Houfes,  &c. 

St.  Mary  Stainings  - 

20 

00 

00 

21 

00 

00 

70 

00 

00 

St.  Mary  Mounthaw  » 

25 

12 

10 

25 

00 

00 

80 

00 

00 

St.  Bennett  Sherehogg  - 

31 

00 

4»0 

30 

00 

00 

89 

10 

00 

St.  Nicholas  Olives  - 

41 

04 

06 

44 

00 

oo 

107 

00 

00 

St.  Olave  Silver  Streete  - 

52 

00 

00 

58 

00 

00 

109 

00 

00 

St.  John  Evangelift  - - 

44 

00 

00 

44 

00 

00 

110 

00 

00 

St.  Michael  Royall 

'34 

00 

00 

32 

00 

00 

134 

00 

00 

St.  Antoline 

37 

00 

00 

36 

00 

00 

180 

00 

00 

St.  Clement  Eaftcheape  - 

36 

00 

00 

36 

00 

00 

110 

00 

00 

St.  Margarett  Pattens  - 

42 

00 

00 

42 

00 

00 

no 

00 

00 

St.  Mary  Bothawe 

41 

14 

00 

43 

00 

00' 

133 

00 

00 

St.  Martin  Iremonger  Lcine 

41 

00 

00 

40 

00 

00 

123 

00 

00 

Sc.  Martin  Outwitch 

40 

00 

00 

40 

00 

00 

139 

00 

00 

St.  Pancrace 

36 

00 

00 

37 

00 

00 

197 

00 

00 

St.  Andrew  Hubbert 

60 

00 

00 

68 

00 

00 

168 

00 

00 

St.  George  Buttolph  Lane 

52 

00 

00 

55 

00 

00 

140 

00 

0(3 

St.  Leonard  Eaftcheape  - 

63 

00 

00 

63 

00 

00 

140 

00 

00 

I 
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Benifices  within  the  Walls  not 
appropriated. 

Tithes  now  paia 
according  to  th( 
Report  of  tht 
Clergy. 

Tithes  paid  ac- 
■ording  to  the 
Report  of  the 
Citty. 

\ 

|An  Eftinate-  erf 
Tythes  as  they 
'ought  to  be  paid 
according  to  the 
Vallue  of  tl^c 
Houfes^  &c. 

St.  John  Zachary 

59 

00 

00 

60 

00 

00 

160 

00 

00 

St.  Mildred  Bread  Streete 

56 

00 

00 

52 

00 

00 

178 

00 

00 

St.  Peter  Panics  Wharfe 

48 

00 

00 

48 

00 

00 

145 

00 

00 

Trinity  Parilh 

61 

00 

00 

60 

00 

00 

137 

00 

00 

Allhallowes  Honnv  Lane 

40 

00 

00 

40 

00 

00 

187 

00 

00 

St.,  Bennet  Gracechurch 

55 

00 

00 

50 

00 

00 

180 

00 

00 

St.  Alphage 

57 

00 

00 

57 

00 

00 

198 

00 

00 

St.  Mathew  Friday  Streete 

49 

00 

00 

51 

00 

00 

180 

00 

00 

St.  Nicholas  Aeons 

68 

00 

00 

69 

00 

00 

186 

00 

00 

St.  John  Baptift 

68 

00 

00 

66 

00 

00 

187 

00 

00 

St.  Ethelbrough 

56 

00 

00 

60 

00 

00 

214 

00 

00 

St.  Margaret  Mofes 

59 

00 

00 

53 

00 

00 

216 

00 

00 

St,  James  Dukes  Place  - 

61 

00 

00 

73 

00 

00 

219 

00 

00 

St,  Maudlin  Milk  Streete 

: 66 

00 

00 

75 

00 

00 

216 

00 

00 

St.  Micha'cll  Qiierue  - 

54 

00 

00 

54 

00 

00 

208 

00 

00 

St.  Olavc  Jewry 

52 

00 

00 

51 

00 

00 

209 

00 

00 

St.  Swithin 

69 

00 

00 

75 

00 

00 

266 

00 

00 

St.  Gabrieli  Fanchurch 

67 

15 

08 

83 

00 

00 

238 

00 

00 

St.  Mary  Sommerfett  - 

80 

00 

00 

80 

00 

00 

248 

00 

00 

St.  Michael  Wood  Streete 

62 

00 

00 

■ 62 

.00 

00 

244 

00  .00 

St.- Nicholas  Cole  yVbby  - 

70 

00 

00 

70 

00 

00 

244 

00 

00 

Allhallowes  on  the  Wall 

00 

00 

64 

00 

00 

246 

00 

00 

St.  Anne  Alderl'gate 

77 

00 

00 

77 

oa 

00 

250 

00 

00 

St.  Mary  Aldermary 

75 

00 

00 

63 

00 

00 

246 

00 

00 

St.  Michaell  Queenehllh 

80 

00 

00 

00 

00. 

00 

246 

00 

00 

St.  Stephen  Walbvooke  - 

39 

00 

00 

40 

00 

00 

240 

00 

00 

St.  Thomas  Apoftle 

85 

00 

00 

85 

00 

00 

250 

00 

00 

St,  Margaret  Lothbury  - 

68 

00 

00 

79 

00 

00 

250 

00 

00 

St.  Mary  Abchurch  - 

86 

00 

00 

86 

00 

OO 

264 

00 

00 

St.  Margaret  New  Filh  J 
Stpeete  - - ) 

74 

00 

00 

70 

00 

00 

.^65 

00 

00 

Sr.  Mary  \V'ooil church  - 

50 

00 

00 

50 

00 

00 

265 

00 

00. 

St.  Michael  Crooked  Lane 

80 

(JO 

00 

80 

00 

00 

275 

00 

00. 

St.  Chriftdpher 

64 

00 

00 

63 

00 

00 

274 

00 

00 

St.  Mildred  Poultrcv  - 

88 

00 

00 

80 

00 

00 

275 

00 

00 

r^St.  Aiidiew  M'^arderobe 

78 

00 

00 

80 

00 

00 

273 

00 

oa 
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Bciiifices  within  the  Walls  not 
appropriated. 

Tithes  now  paid 
according  to  the 
Report  of  the 
Clergy. 

Tithes  paid  ac- 
cording to  the 
Report  of  the 
C^tty. 

An  Eftimatc  of 
Tythes  as  they 
ought  to  be  paid 
uccording  to  the 
Vallue  of  tile 
Houfes,  &c. 

t 

St.  Mary  W oolnoth  J- 

78 

00 

00 

80 

00 

00 

273  00  00 

Sr.  Peter  Cheapefide 

'82 

00 

00 

83 

00 

00 

269  00  00 

Alhallowes  Bread  Streete 

84 

00 

00 

84 

00 

00 

362  00  00 

St.  Bartholomew  Plxchangt 

75 

00 

00 

75 

00 

00 

370  00  00 

St.  Bennet  Paules  Wharfe 

65 

00 

00 

80 

00 

00 

282  00  00 

St.  Peters  Poore 

56 

00 

Oo 

60 

0.0 

00 

302  00  00 

St.  Albans  Wood  Streete 

106 

17 

00 

100 

00 

00 

294  00  00 

Allhallows  Lumber  Streete 

89 

00 

00 

92 

00 

00 

340  00  00 

St.  Buttolph  Billinfgate  - 

125 

00 

00 

, 120 

00 

00 

287  00  00 

St.  Dions  Backchurch  - 

80 

00 

00 

80 

00 

00 

330  00  00 

St.  Katherine  Coleman  - 

85 

00 

00 

80 

00 

00  . 

289  00  00 

St.  Anne  Blackfryers  - 

100 

00 

00 

350  00  00 

St.  Kdmond  Lumber  Streete 

80 

00 

00 

90 

00 

00 

295  00  00 

St.  James  Garlick-hith  - 

88 

00 

00 

92 

00 

00 

294  00  00 

St.  Martin  Orgars 

80 

00 

00 

80 

00 

00 

297  00  00 

St.  Mary  le  Bow  - 

85 

00 

00 

80 

00 

00 

400  00  00 

St.  Leoirard  Fofter  Lane 

100 

00 

00. 

108 

00 

00 

383  00  00 

St.  Maudlin  Old  Filli  Streete 

100 

00 

00 

80 

00 

00 

365  00  00 

St.  Auguftine 

97 

00 

00 

96 

00 

00 

347  00  00 

St.  Mary  at  Mill 

120 

00 

00 

125 

00 

00 

330  00  00  , 

St.  Magnus 

81 

00 

00 

83 

00 

00 

343  00  00 

St.  Michael  BaHingfhavv 

135 

00 

00 

128 

00 

00 

360  00  00 

St.  Olave  Hart  Streete  - 

120 

00 

00 

125 

00 

00 

412  00  00 

St.  Fofter 

99 

00 

00 

99 

00 

00  ■ 

464  00  00 

Allhallowe  the  Create  - 

140 

00 

00 

140 

00 

00 

432  00  00 

St.  Peter  Cornehill  - 

100 

00 

00 

99 

00 

00 

453  00  00 

St.  Martin  .V'intrev 

1 14 

00 

00 

1 10 

00 

00 

392  00  00 

St.  Faiths 

70 

00 

00 

77 

00 

00 

467  00  00 

St.  Martin  Ludgate  • - 

124 

00 

00 

1 20 

00 

00 

554  00  00 

Michael  Cornehill 

1 10 

00 

00 

1 16 

00 

00 

540  00  00 

St.  Andrew  Undcrllvaft  - 

MO 

00 

00 

J20 

00 

00 

556  00  00 

Allhallowes  Barking  - 

200 

00 

00 

126 

00 

00 

600  00  00 

St.  Dunllan’s.  in  the  Eaft 

128 

00 

00 

126 

00 

00 

687  00  00 
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Binifices  witKin  the  Walls 

appropriated. 


Tythes  now  paid 
according  to  the 
Report  of  the 
Clergy. 


Tythes'  paid  ac- 
cording to  the 
Report  of  the 
Citty. 


St.  Mary  Colechurch  - 
St.  Laurence  Pountny  - 
Alhallowes  the  Lefle  - 
Alhallowes  Staynings  - 
St.  Bennet  Fynk 
St.  Helen  Biihopfgate 
St.  Mary  Aldermanbury 
St.  Laurence  Old  Jury^  - 
St.  Stephen  Coleman  Strete 
St.  Katherin  Chreechurch 

St*.  Gregory  by  Paules  - 

Chrift  Church  - - 


44  00  00 
3T  00  00 
66  00  00 
T5  00  00 
53  00  00 
60  00  00 


60  00  00 
140  00  00 
350  00  00 


An  Eftimate  of  Tithes  aJ 
they  ought  to  be  paid  ac- 
cording to  the  Vallue  of 
the  Houfes,  See. 


44  00  00 
31  00  00 
66  00  00 
86  00  00 
100  00  00 
60  00  00 


60  00  00 
140  00  00 
,280  00  00 


131  00  00 
163  00  00 
180  00  00 
213  00  00 
256  00  00 
263  00  00 
300  00  00 
320  00  00 
320  00  00 
320  00  00 
345  00  00 
900  00  00 


Benifices  ^vlthout  the  Walls  not  appropriated. 


Trinity  Minorles 

St.  Bartholomew  the  Lets 

Bridewell  - , " 

St.  Bartholomew  the  G^at 

St.  Dunftan  in  the  Weft 
St.  Buttolph  Bilhopigate 
St.  Andrew  Holborne  - 
St.  Olave  Southwark  - 
St.  Giles  Cripplegate 


16 

06 

04 

13 

06 

04 

26 

13 

04 

26 

1? 

04 

53 

01 

04. 

erafed 

200 

00 

00 

240 

00 

GO 

220 

00 

00 

200 

00 

00 

300 

00 

00 

350 

00 

00 

310 

00 

00 

00 

310 

00 

00 

360 

00 

100  00  00 
130  00  00 
120  00  00 
206  00  00 
850  00  00 
900  00  00 
1200  00  00 
1300  00  00 
1500  00  00 


Benifices  without  the  Walls  appropriated. 


St.  Brides 

St.  Buttolph  Alderfgate 
St.  Buttolph  Aidgate 

St,  Sepulchers 


160 

00 

00 

160 

00 

00 

600 

00 

00 

\ 

as  is 

900 

00 

00  / 

con- 

o 

o 

00 

90 

400 

00 

00 

1500 

00 

00  j 

iec- 

turedr 

400 

00 

00 

400 

00 

00 

1600 

00 

00 

finis. 


